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ILLED AS A GATHERING OF THE

people, in celebration of cultural
diversity, the NPCA Conference in
Atlanta, Georgia fulfilled its promise.
Former Volunteers and friends came
together from everywhere. A few current
PCVs on mid-service leave came. We
were in alf shades of earth colors. Some
were noticeable in striped Bermudas and
sandals. A few wore crisp shirts and
tailored slacks — MBAs recently re-
turned from the CIS [Commonwealth of
Independent States) they explained. “Oh
yes!” I thought, “City boys . . . times
change.”

ON THURSDAY, a variety of offerings
kept us mingling and studying the
agenda. | chose a workshop focusing on
how RPCVs, as advocates, can help
shape assistance programs. Given a
thought-provoking questionnaire, we
learned that only one percent of the
budget goes toward foreign assistance,
and that the U.S. ranks 19th in capital
outlay for foreign aid. The ensuing
discussion made it apparent the people
will change their opinions when they are
more informed on a topic. Then, a panel
of activists explained the political
process.

Old friends were reunited at a reception
that evening. It was heart warming to see

faces light up in recognition after 20 or
more years. PC Director Carol Bellamy
introduced herself all around, looked at
name tags and commented on current
PC activities in the country represented.

ON FRIDAY, the “Volunteer Day”
activities included prefabing some
house frames, preparing meals for the
homeless, work on the Lap Quilt AIDS
Project, or helping at the Carter Center
for the disadvantaged. Of course, the
World Map was popular with the
children. | sorted a pile of health
education posters to be distributed for
outlying health centers.

AT 2 P.M.,, one could choose a meeting
for those desiring a second go-round as
a PCV, attend a reception for minorities
to give ideas to the PC and NPCA, or
listen to a Korea PCV read Asian poetry.
| went to the environmental group
discussing how to meet the needs of all
people keeping in mind the fact that the
most affluent quarter of the population
uses 70% of the world’s resources.

The Peace Corps regional updates
included an overview of Africa— a
continent in transition [given by Africa
Regional Director Sandy Robinson}. The
problems of the Peace Corps reentering
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